CHAPTER ONE
WASHINGTON
i
THE Washingtons, in Virginia, were of the second order of
importance.   Descended from respectable landowners in
Northamptonshire,-they remained respectable landowners
in the colony; but none of them had ever been brilliant, or
learned, or even very rich. Washington's father was married
twice, George being the eldest child of the second marriage.
When he was eleven, his father died, leaving little property
for the six children of his second wife.  So George's educa-
tion was rudimentary; but his family connections saved
him from the more cramping effects of poverty.   His
half-brother, Lawrence, owned the estate of Mount Vernon
and was married to a daughter of the Fairfaxes, the richest
landowners of Virginia.  George spent much of his boyhood
at Mount Vernon, and at the neighbouring Fairfax estate.
Thomas, Lord Fairfax, the head of the family, had
recently left England to spend his disgruntled old age in
Virginia,   He took to Washington, and when the boy was
sixteen Lord Fairfax gave him the job of surveying the six
million acres of Fairfax estates in the Shenandoah Valley,
to the West of the Blue Ridge Mountains.   This gave
Washington his first view of those western lands which
led him to dream an imperial future for America, and to
speculate most wisely for himself.   It also gave him .a hard,
outdoor life which developed his full physical powers.  He
was six feet two inches tall, lean, muscular, and with a square
massive jaw and strong hands.   He had large features,
grey-blue eyes, and brown hair.   His lips were generally
firmly closed, which gave his face a stern expression.